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ABSALOM, MY SON
A Dramatic Reading

The Holy Bible
Arranged from II Samuel, Chapter Eighteen. ISBN 1-60045-103-9
King James Version

The late, Richard Burton, who memorized a portion of this story when a small boy, delivered it with
moving effect on the David Frost TV show, November 7, 1971.

And King David numbered the people that were with him, and set captains of thousands and
captains of hundreds over them.

And David sent forth a third part of the people under the hand of Joab, and a third part under
the hand of Abishai, Joab’s brother, and a third part under the hand of Ittai the Hittite. And the king
said unto the people, “I will surely go forth with you myself also.”

But the people answered, “Thou shalt not go forth; for if we flee away, they will not care for
us; neither if half of us die, will they care for us; but now thou art worth ten thousand of us; therefore
now it is better that thou succour us out of the city.”

And the king said unto them, “What seemeth you best [ will do.” And the king stood by the
gate side, and all the people came out by hundreds and by thousands.

And the king commanded Joab and Abishai and Ittai, saying, “Deal gently for my sake with
the young man, Absalom.” And all the people heard when the king gave all the captains charge
concerning Absalom.
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