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ASA:

Tae Kwon Do what?

NOREN: By Peg Ratliff
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Asa and Noren stand in front of the audience. Suddenly, both of them do a clumsy karate move and
say “hi-ya!” loudly. Then they bow. Noren walks over to the side and then comes back to Asa,
obviously bummed.
What’s the matter with you?

Why do eighth graders think they are so cool?

(Shrugs) Cause we’re still small enough to step on?

Boy, that one guy in PE ...

The one with the tattoo on his arm?

No, the one who drags his knuckles on the ground.

Oh, him.

Boy, I’d like to teach him a lesson.

Well, what do you have in mind?

I thought about jumping him from behind.

[ wouldn’t, if I were you.

I thought about putting itch powder in his gym shorts.

Nah.

(Puffing out his chest) I'm not going to put up with it. I’'m mad as heck and I’'m not going to take it
anymore. (His shoulders sag) I'm mad as heck and I’'m going to get killed with a volleyball.
Let’s be reasonable. Have you talked to the teacher?

He said push ups would build my courage.

Did you talk to the principal?

He asked if I was sure I went to this school.
How about the martial arts?

Who’s he?
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